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What’s the purpose of our 
coffee mornings?

• To network and meet other parents SEND or otherwise
• To provide support for each other 
• To share expertise
• To share specific information about things that are happening at school



All about Mr Hamilton
• SENDCo
• EYFS & KS1 leader
• Designated Teacher
• DDSL
• Mental Health lead 
• Joint lead on Nurture 
• Class teacher on a Friday
• Autism Champion (in the 

making)

What does a day/week look like for me?



All about Mrs Watkins

What does a day/week look like for me?

• Learning Mentor
• LSA (currently working 1:1 with a pupil)
• Lead lunchtime supervisor 
• Mental health first aider
• Chief firefighter
• DDSL
• Parent
• Autism Champion (in the making)



Paul Whiteman, NAHT 
general secretary (2022)

School workforce in 
England Report (DFE, 
2023)

Young Minds 
analysis of NHS 
Report (2023)

C**** 19 Recovery

Where are we at with SEND nationally?

LSA recruitment is very hard! 
Jack Hamilton (2024)



Graduated 
response @ 

GV

• Where do we fit into this?
• SEND register 
• Monitoring list

How to we identify where children are at on 
the graduated response?
• PPM’s, learning walks, parents, pastoral 

referral forms, contact with external 
agencies, academic progress, reviewing 
interventions



Sirona - referrals

• Referral process
• High threshold
• Long wait times – some appear longer than others (WE DON’T 

ACTUALLY KNOW)
• Other options- R2C, private (NICE guidelines!)



Nurture UK project



Nurture UK project



SEMH needs

At Golden Valley our response is…

• Give children strategies 
• Engineer success 
• Use ABC’s 
• Emotional literacy
• The Nest 
• Use of visuals 
• Pupil voices 
• RELATIONSHIPS
• Consistent response
• Deescalation – PACE approach
• Make it easy for children to make the best 

choices

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvinuJnOia8


SEMH needs-tips

1.Grounding technique

2.Progressive muscle relaxation

3.ABC game



PACE



Zones of Regulation

https://youtu.be/zZ9X-d3oZvQ

https://youtu.be/zZ9X-d3oZvQ
https://youtu.be/zZ9X-d3oZvQ


Dyslexia 
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Future coffee mornings… 



Be more Rita!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFnMTHhKdkw

