
 Music Curriculum Map 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Reception Teaching daily 
songs (e.g. Hello, 
Goodbye; Tidying 
Up etc.) and 
nursery rhymes 
 
Counting 
songs/alphabet 
songs 
 
Exploring 
instruments 
 

Diwali songs 
 
Exploring 
instruments 
 

Ten Pieces – Holst: 
The Planets 
 

Music Express 
Chinese New Year 
Music 
 
Music Express 
Goldilocks lessons 

Music and 
movement: growing 
Greig – Peer Gnyt 
 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
composition 
 

Music Express 
Caterpillar and 
minibeast lessons 

Space composition 
 
Counting songs 

Christmas & Nativity 
Songs 

Nursery rhymes and daily songs 

Year 1 
 
 
 
 

Move to the Beat – 
Exploring pulse and 
rhythmic patterns 

Carols around the 
tree 

Exploring sounds Ten Pieces – In the 
Hall of the Mountain 
King (Grieg)  

High and low – 
exploring pitch 

 

Year 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to Play – 
Exploring pulse and 
rhythmic patterns 

Christmas Nativity Musical Moods and 
pictures 

Ten Pieces – 
Rodeo, Hoe-down 
(Aaron Copland) 

Patterns with Pitch 
– Exploring pitch 
and melody 

Summer Sing 
Festival 

Year 3 Hear it, Play it! 
Exploring rhythmic 
patterns 
Stone Age 
Composition 

Ten Pieces – 
Enigma Variations – 
Theme (Edward 
Elgar) 

Painting pictures 
with sound 

Sing, Play, Notate! Whole class 
recorder lessons 

Whole class 
recorder lessons 
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Year 4 
 
 
 
 

Playing with 
Rhythm – playing 
together and 
rhythmic structures 
 
Raise the Roof 

Ten Pieces – 
Abdelazer Rondeau 
(Henry Purcell)  

Whole class 
recorder lessons 

Whole class 
recorder lessons 

Musical contrasts Melody Builders – 
Exploring melodies 
and song structures 

Year 5 
 
 
 

Rhythm Builders – 

Exploring rhythmic 

layers 

Ten Pieces – 
Symphony No 9 in 
E Minor from the 
New World (Antonin 
Dvorak) 

Music and Words  Song Ingredients – 
exploring melody, 
harmony and lyrics 

Ten Pieces - The 
Planets (Holst) 

Year 6 
 
 
 
 

We’ve got Rhythm – 
rhythmic devices 
and structure 

Ten Pieces – Dr 
Who 

Musical effects and 
moods 

Ten Pieces – 
Carmina Burana 
(Carl Orff) 

Celebrating songs Y6 Production – 
rehearsing and 
performing 

 

Sparkyard units – one per long term Performances BBC Ten Pieces 

 


